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DETAILED ACTION 

• This action is responsive to the following communication: Response to restriction requirement 
dated 12/11/2008. 

• Claims 50-92 are currently pending; claims 1-49 have been canceled. 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election of invention I (claims 50-73) in the reply filed on 12/11/2008 is 
acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the supposed 
errors in the restriction requirement, the election has been treated as an election without traverse 
(MPEP § 818.03(a)). Claims 50-73 withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or linking 
claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 73 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. Limitations/features "identifier space is freely configurable such that the identifier 
space specifically maps the projected installation using the data set" as cited in claim 73 are 
unclear to the examiner. The examiner is unclear whether "identifier space" as cited in claim 73 
is a memory space identifier or space identifier of a layout of a project installation. Clarification 
is herein required. As for the purpose of the prior art rejection, the examiner herein interprets 
that memory space can be freely configured to store project installation layout and its associated 
data sets. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 50, 58-62, 72-73 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dittmar 
et al (US 20040117399), and in view of Ziv (US 20040168150). 

Regarding claim 50, Dittmar discloses a device (PC, par. 11) for controlling a printing 
press (printing press 1 1, fig. 1, par. 21), said printing press having at least one unit embodied as 
printing unit (press unit, fig. 3, par. 21) or as a group and at least one unit embodied for further 
processing (e.g. folding unit or cutting unit, fig. 3), said device comprising: 

• a common control system (PC further includes a database 22, fig. 2) assigned to a plurality of 
said units (database 21 assigned to plurality of printing press units as shown in fig. 2), said 
control system having a central data memory (database 22 having memory for storing files 
containing process data sets, fig. 1-2, par. 18 & 29-30) with an identifier space (inherently, each 
memory device having has its own memory address or space), in which up-to-date actual values 
and/or up-to-date command variables (commands library 12, fig. 1, par. 29) are stored in the 
form of process variables (process variables such as set-up times, operating costs, and etc., par. 
29); and 

• wherein said data memory has a memory area for said process variables (process variables 
such as set-up times, operating costs, and etc. are stored in database 22, par. 29), each of said 
process variables having a data structure (e.g. icons/objects used to described floor plant project 
installation, fig. 1-2, pars. 8 & 28) that is designed with the use of a data set describing a 
projected installation (sample of project installation is shown in fig. 1) for said printing press, 
and said memory is a data server (database 22, fig. 2). 

Dittmar fails to explicitly teach and/or suggest a printing press having at least one unit 
embodied as a material feeding unit. The examiner herein takes official notice that printing press 
having at least one unit embodied as a material feeding unit is well known and widely 
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implemented in the printing press. It would have been obvious to incorporate/include a feeding 
unit for a printing press so that print materials can be automatically fed to the system without 
having a user/operator to manually feed the materials so that costs associated with personnel can 
be reduced and to enhance the system performance. 

Dittmar also fail to teach and/or suggest a data server that employs object management in 
accordance with an object model standard. 

Ziv, in the same field of endeavor for data management, teaches an example of a data 
server (database 160, fig. 1) that employs object management in accordance with an object 
model standard (COM objects 130, fig. 1, par. 12). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
was made to modify database (e.g. data server) of Dittmar so it can employs object management 
in accordance with an object model standard as taught by Ziv because COM objects arc able to 
provide access to forms, controls with the forms and menus within the database. COM objects 
also easy to implement and enable user to use the user interface to access data stored in a 
database (par. 11 of Ziv). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Dittmar with Ziv to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 50. 

Regarding claim 58, Dittmar further teaches the device of claim 50, wherein basic 
settings (basic settings such as number of sheets to be printed, par. 29) of the process variables 
are implemented in the data memory via the data set. 

Regarding claim 59, Dittmar further teaches the device of claim 50, further comprising a 
control console (process variables can be read and/or refreshed by using keyboard, par 11) from 
which the process variables in the data memory can be read and/or refreshed; and one or more 
control elements (control elements of the printing press such as idle times, utilization rate, and 
etc. is also taught in par. 11) for said printing press units, also from which the process variables 
in the data memory can be read/or refreshed. 



Application/Control Number: 10/539,885 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2625 

Regarding claim 60, Ziv further teaches the device of claim 50, wherein said data 
memory is designed as a data server (database 150, fig. 1) with at least one open interface (COM 
objects 130 or API interface 120, fig. 1). 

Regarding claims 61-62, Ziv further teaches the device of claim 50, wherein said data 
memory (database 150, fig. 1) is designed for supporting an inter-process communication (notes 
that both COM and DCOM as taught by Ziv are inter-process communication, as shown in fig. 1, 
database 160 can be communicate with database 150 via COM objects, wherein COM object are 
communicate with API 120) with an exchange of complex data structures (complex data 
structure is broadly interpreted as application object and/or objects such as DCOM, fig. 3 & 6, 
par. 13). 

Regarding claim 72, Dittmar further teaches the device of claim 50, wherein said a 
program section (Enterprise Dynamics simulation program, 27) is provided in said data memory, 
by means of which set-up (set-up, par. 11) of the data structures for the process variables 
matched (checks with process data sets or machines types and which order data sets or printing 
jobs match, par. 13 & 15) to the project installation (sample of project installation as shown in 
fig. 1) is performed using the data in the data in the data set. 

Regarding claim 73, Dittmar further teaches the device of claim 50, wherein said 
identifier space is freely configurable (database 22 also freely configurable to store simulation 
results, print jobs, and project layout as shown in fig. 1 as well, par 30) such that the identifier 
space specifically maps the projected installation using the data set. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 53-56, 66 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable 
subject matter: Combination of Dittmar and Ziv fail to teach and/or suggest "said data memory 
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is connected with a plurality of control elements of several of said printing press unit by at least 
one communications layer embodied as a higher-order process or computing unit" as cited in 
claim 53. 

Claims 51-52, 57, 63-71 are allowed. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication 
of allowable subject matter: The cited prior arts (Dittmar and Ziv) fail to disclose "at least one 
lower-order process unit to which said communication server is connected, each of which is 
designed to serve a network of a defined type; and at least one control element for one or more 
of said printing press units to which said at least one lower-order process units is connected" as 
cited in claim 5 1 . 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to THIERRY L. PHAM whose telephone number is (571)272-7439. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:30 AM - 6:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on (571)272-7402. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Thierry L Pham/ 
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